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A few words from Mr. Dooley 

We are coming to the conclusion of an extraordinary 15-month 
experience. There are promising emerging green shoots which 
encourage us to consider brighter days ahead. The girls have 
been superb in how they have taken to continuously changed 
practices. In my opinion they have certainly benefited being back 
in school with their friends, even if normal routines have been 
disrupted. The reduced risk environment, that we have managed 
here in OLG, would not be possible without the consistent caring 
work of our school’s staff. On your behalf I would like to thank 
them for the manner with which they have dealt with the chal-
lenges of this pandemic period. 

I have great empathy for our young people of school and college 
going age. It is their world that has been most severely disrupted 
by this virus. We especially feel for those students in the exami-
nation years. At OLG, we have consistently tried to prioritise their 
plight during the last 15 months. Although not perfect, we hope 
our efforts will benefit them in the months and years to come.  

Our school’s greatest accolade is the Saint Claudine Thevenet 
Cup. It is awarded only when a recipient is truly deemed to de-
serve it. The award criteria involve; contributing to school spirit, 
displaying leadership, showing consistent care and concern for 
fellow students, displaying generosity of spirit through charity or 
voluntary work, inside or outside the school, and inspiring others 
through courage and resilience when faced with adversity. It is 
our opinion that the school body as a whole have demonstrated 
these characteristics over the last 15 months. For that reason, 
for the first time ever, the Cup was awarded to the entire student 
body on Prizegiving Day. I believe it is a fitting tribute to their 
spirit throughout Covid times. 

I realise that the working lives of many parents have been dis-
rupted during this pandemic. Finances are tight everywhere. In 
this context, I make an appeal, to those of you who are in a posi-
tion to do so, to please consider making the annual parental con-
tribution. Our Lady’s Grove is a voluntary secondary school. The 
government leaves such schools with an annual budget shortfall 
which is expected to be covered by parental voluntary contribu-
tions. I can assure you that we are judiciously directing as much 
as we can to continual upgrading of facilities and services at the 
school. This benefits the whole community. 

Please look after yourselves and each other. I look forward to 
seeing you in the new academic year. 

Warm regards, 

Colm Dooley 

 

The Claudine Thevenet Cup 

 

Shahd Elmileik (3A) Hannah Harte (1B) and Abbie 
Collins (2A) Student Council members accepting 
the Claudine Thevenet Cup on behalf of the student 
body. 

A warm welcome to our soon to 
be 1st Years! 

Hello incoming first years! This is Sarah Wall and 
Claudia Moran, your Head Girl and Deputy Head Girl 
for 2021/22. We are so excited to meet you all and 
can’t wait to get to know you! We are delighted to wel-
come you to Our Lady’s Grove.  We are heading into 
6th year now so we are coming close to the end of our 
time in OLG while you are starting yours, so we would 
like to share a little bit of our ‘wisdom’ with you! 

The past year and half has challenged all of us. The 
fact that you have all made it through, ready to jump 
into a whole new phase of ‘uncertainty’ shows that you 
really are an incredibly resilient and strong group of 
people who will fit right into, and thrive in Our Lady’s 
Grove.  

We hope you have made the most of your unusual but 
nevertheless precious, final year in primary school. 
Cherish your last few weeks, as they are memories 
you will hold onto for years to come! There is an en-
tirely new journey awaiting you inside the doors of 
OLG, so take every opportunity that comes your way, 
share laughs with new friends, try everything, join eve-
rything and go to all the lunchtime clubs. Your men-
tors, Prefects and the two of us will be there to help 
you along the way. We hope you are happy in Our 
Lady’s Grove but we all have tough days sometimes. 
Just remember on those days you are not alone, there 
is always someone here to help you, just ask.  Have a 
lovely Summer and enjoy these years, as they really 
do fly by!   

By Sarah Wall and Claudia Moran 

Principal 



 

 

The Student Council  

Student Leadership in Our Lady’s Grove 

Head Girl and Deputy Head Girl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Wall and Claudia Moran are our new Head 
Girl and Deputy Head Girl for the 2021/2022 aca-
demic year.  As Head Girl and Deputy Head Girl 
Sarah and Claudia work closely with school man-
agement and staff to amplify student voice in our 
community.  They are supported in this work by the 
Prefect Team, the Student Council, the Fifth Year 
Mentors and the Class captains in each class 
group.  We wish them the very best of luck for the 
next year and say a fond farewell to Katie O Reilly, 
Aoibheann McDermott and the 20/21 Prefect Team. 

The Prefect Team 2021/2022 

Twenty five fifth year students applied for a Prefect position in our school.   
As part of the application process, the girls organised wellbeing events such 
as an extreme reading photography competition, a themed baking competi-
tion and an Instagram take over for International Women’s Day.  They also 
devised and taught a dance to the whole school community which each 
class preformed.  The girls presented for interview with Mr. Dooley, Ms. Ly-
ons and Ms. McDonnell and also kept a diary of their experiences throughout 
the process.  Mr. Dooley and Ms. Lyons announced the names of the suc-
cessful applicants at our Awards Day. It was an extremely strong group of 
candidates and Mr. Dooley paid tribute to all applicants on Awards Day.  
Congratulations to the 21/22 Prefects.  We know that they understand the 
responsibility and respect they owe to the student body as they take on 
these representative roles. 

 

 

Fifth Year Mentors 

Transition Year students are invited to apply for the 
position of first year mentor and this year there 
were twenty seven applicants and appointees!  As 
our new first years were not able to attend their 
induction morning in April due to Covid restrictions, 
the mentors wrote a letter to each of our new first 
year students about life in the Grove and their ex-
citement at welcoming the class of ‘27 in August.  
They  really want our new Grovers to know that 
their mentors are like big sisters always there to 
help and support in any way they can.  The 21/22 
mentors are Aimee Sherry, Aisling Snyed, Alicia 
Duffy, Alix White, Amy O Reilly, Anna Cunningham, 
Aoise Campion, Caterina Donatella, Ella Kiely, 
Elyse Malone,  Emily Badin, Farah Abdullah, 
Grainne Clancy, Kyra Murphy Bennett, Louisa 
Dagg, Luisagh Guerrine, Maryam Shaia, Mia Ar-
ganio, Molly McDonnell, Muireann O Reilly, Riya 
Raji, Realta Lattimore, Soairse McNulty, Sinead 
Fitzsimons, Sreya Saji and Sara Haque. 

Katie Byrne, Amy Maher, Holly Byrne, Aisling Fox, Ana Luisa Israel, Leah Flemming, 
Molly Powell, Samaya Ali Hassan, Sarah Lee, Hannah Hughes, Ciara Doyle, Abir 
Lamchaali, Sarah Wall and Claudia Moran 

At the start of each academic year, each class group votes for their student 
council representative.  This year the student council has worked hard trying 
to plan out fun activities for all classes while staying safe under COVID 
guidelines. One of the biggest things we worked on this year was trying to 
give back to those struggling and those who had been effected badly by the 
pandemic. We wanted to do something for the sick children in Crumlin as 
because of COVID all sources of entertainment that patients might have had 
were gone. We decided to make and send in videos to the hospital tv chan-
nel as it was safe and it was something everyone could do. Our plans got 
disrupted by the lockdown but we managed to work on the project during our 
well-being classes. Well done to the whole school as we received 170 videos 
that we sent the children in Crumlin to help make some children’s days a little 
bit better. We organised a run for Crumlin and raised over €600. The student 
council also spent the year planning fun days, dress up days, ice cream 
trucks, TY activities and tried to make the best of the year under the current 
circumstances.  We met regularly online and in school to discuss problems 
and suggestions coming from all the students in the school and used our 
digital suggestion box to inform our discussions. We are involved in the new 
aesthetic on the second floor corridor and look forward to your reaction when 
you see it in September!  The student council also worked on reviewing the 
anti bullying policy and making sure it was up to date. The student council 
worked really hard to make this year enjoyable, to listen to everyone and to 
give everyone a voice.  We hope you had a great year. 

 

By Abbie Collins 2A. 

 

World Book Day Lockdown Reading and Baking 



 

Celebrating our Students. 
We love our Prizegiving Day and Graduations in Our Lady’s Grove when we gather together in the hall to celebrate our achievements 
and each other.  This year we moved online and, while we missed the excitement and theatre that characterises our gatherings in the 
hall, there was still excitement, drama and delight in all the base classrooms.  Congratulations to everyone! 

Academic Excellence Awards 

One student from each year group is recognised with the award 
for Academic Excellence.  This year the award winners were Sa-
rah McEnroe (1st), Oliva Moody (2nd), Riona Ferriter (3rd), Ciara 
Kelliher (4th) and Sarah Wall (5th). 

 Student of the Year Awards 

One student from each year group is recognised as Student of the 
Year.  This year the following students in first year were nominat-
ed for an award. Mariam Elrouby, Nicole Clarke, Mary Antoinette 
Byrne, Sarah McEnroe, Jemimah Jasnim, Grace O Kelly, Mariam 
Khalil, Lubna Abbas, Amy Doran, Dimah Abdukrazzaq, and Leah 
Dempsey McGrath with Mariam Elrouby the overall winner.  The 
following students in second year were nominated for this award; 
Oliva Moddy, Lexi Dowling, Aroosha Tariq, Chiedza Walsh, Fate-
ma Ali, Sarah Maher, Valerie Nota and Grainne Davis with Olivia 
Moody the overall winner.  In third year, Natalie Badin, Chloe 
Leung, Zoe Walsh, Caoimhe Finnegan, Riona Ferriter, Allyssa O 
Rourke, Erin Murphy Bennet, Martina Szczepaniec, Niamh Ni 
Bhaoighil and Sarah Huges were nominated while Riona Ferriter 
was the overall winner.  In TY Anna Cunningham was awarded 
student of the year while in fifth year the nominees were Abir Lam-
chaali, Sarah Lee, Ciara Doyle, Samaya Ali Hassan, Kate Mahon, 
Claudia Moran, Maria Bools, Orlaith Finnegan, Molly Powell, Carla 
Quinlan, Sarah Lee, Sarah Wall and Leah Flemming with Abir 
Lamchaali the overall winner.  

AWS and Team Hopscotch 

This year the first-year girls were involved in the AWS Get 
IT competition aimed at encouraging more women to enter 
the tech industry. The girls were tasked with designing an 
app to help solve a problem in their school or locality. All 
groups produced some fantastic work, with one group pro-
gressing to the semi-final! Only 10 teams in the whole of 
Ireland were selected, so this is a huge achievement! Con-
gratulations Team Hopscotch for your innovative idea! The 
team will present their idea to the judges at Amazon on May 
24th. Good luck Team Hopscotch, we’re all rooting for Sa-
rah McEnroe, Leah Dempsey McGrath, Janna Agamy, Alaa 
Ibrahim and Maysaa 

Drawings by Hannah Harte (1st) and Helena Filanowska (5th) and photograph by Saaksharaa Prem Kumar (1st) 



Farewell 6th Years 

 
 

While we could not celebrate the 6th 
year Graduation in Holy Cross Dun-
drum with 6th Years, their families and 
teachers, we did have a beautiful af-
ternoon for 6th years in Our Lady’s 
Grove.  The afternoon began with a 
reception for 6th years on the Tennis 

Courts.  Ms.Cooke, 6th Year Head and French teacher, pre-
sented each girl with a personalised and boxed cupcake 
made ‘chez elle’  as well as a mountain of individually 
wrapped biscuits, hot chocolate and teas and coffees while 
other year groups peered longingly through the windows at 
the 6th years and their goodies.   

Next was a wonderful slide show put together by Katie and 
Aoibheann which brought the girls through 6 years of memo-
ries and included special video messages from Ms. Ni 
Lochlainn and Mr. Treacy.   The emotion of the slide show 
made everyone very hungry so then 6th years and staff en-
joyed individual pizzas and more of Ms.Cooke’s cookies.   

The formal part of the occasion began with a video message 
from Father John, and kind and inspirational words from Mr. 
Dooley and Ms. Cooke.  Ms. Donovan and Ms. Mc Dermott 
then called the 6th year roll one last time as the girls re-
ceived their certificates and class photo from Mr. Dooley.  
The 6th year Prefects delivered a magnificent speech to their 
classmates and teachers which combined playful commen-
tary on the idiosyncrasies of everyday life and people in the 
Grove with a genuine thank you to everyone involved in their 
education and care. The girls focused too on how we have 
faced all the challenges of this pandemic together in a deter-
mined and tireless effort to ensure that the 6th years are in 
the best position possible to begin the next chapter of their 
lives. The afternoon ended with the girls leaving the campus 
carrying balloons, cupcakes, photos, memories and  hope 
into the May sunshine.  Everyone in Our Lady’s Grove wish-
es this amazing group of young people happiness, health 
and success. 

Many thanks to Mia Arganio, Sreya Saji and Abir Lamchaali for photography and filming and to all students and staff who helped 
with the many preparations for this wonderful celebration. 



Thank you to all the students and teachers 
who have organised and taken part in the 
many wellbeing activities this year from the 
dress up day for Pieta house at Halloween, to 
Stand up Awareness Week in November, to 
the run for Crumlin and Grove Santa Competi-
tion at Christmas and the 170 films that were 
made over the lockdown for Crumlin children’s 
hospital as well as all the other ways you have 
contributed as individuals at home and in 
school.  A special thank you to Ms. Garcia and 
Ms. Wright for the time and effort they put into 
facilitating those videos.  This amazing idea 
was generated by the crea-
tive young people of our 
Student Council.  Karen 
McGuire Director of Nurs-
ing in CHI Crumlin sent a 
lovely video to thank our 
students. 

Junior students have wellbeing classes on 
their timetable, but it’s true to say that every 
class in Our Lady’s Grove is a wellbeing class 
and all of us are both teachers and students. 
We have learned everyday about resilience, 
kindness, connection and hope from each 
other as we faced and struggled together with 
the challenges of the last 15 months.   

 

 

 

 

But we always have a choice even ( in the 
words of the great Freddie Mercury ) when 
the thunder and lightening is very, very fright-
ening.   

As this year comes to an end, I hope all of us 
continue to work on our wellbeing, to use our 
superpower to choose to do good in our 
communities, to connect with each other, to 
be compassionate with ourselves and of 
course to remind each other, when we for-
get,  that the sun is always there behind the 
clouds, even if we can’t see it. Let’s always 
continue to choose hope and let’s always 
remember that our freedom lies in our power 
to choose our attitude and our actions.  

As the Staff 
Dance Troupe 
danced on the 
hockey pitch dur-
ing the Great 
Grove Dance Off 
on Tuesday May 
18th while storm 

clouds covered the sun and hailstones 
crashed down on our heads, something 
really hit me.   

 

I don’t mean Ms.McDermott’s foot  as she 
riverdanced around the hockey pitch or the 
shapes Ms. Connolly was throwing at Ms. 
Wright.   No, what hit me, is that all of us 
here in OLG have a superpower and that 
superpower is the power to choose what 
we do when faced with situations that we 
cannot control.  

Sometimes we might choose to keep go-
ing, to keep dancing like 1B did despite 
what’s landing on us. Sometimes we 
choose to go somewhere else, to get out 
of the rain because (as Mr.Lynn reminds 
us) electricity , amps and water are not a 
great mix.  And sometimes we have to 
choose to calmly wait for the storm to pass 
as Mr. Dooley encouraged us to do.  

A word from the Wellbeing Committee 

Some stills from student videos 

3B Dance Off Champions 

TYs Dancing in Swimwear (very wise) 

The Staff ‘Dancers’ 

Mr. Dooley and 
Ms. Lyons on ear-
ly morning mock 
duty during Lock-
down. 

1st Year Wellbeing Class 

1st Year eating Ice-creams 

6th Years at lunch  

Ms.Sloan, 6th Music and Raymond Deane 



Transition Year News 

Anna Cunningham gives an overview of TY ‘21 

This year we took two trips to Larch Hill. We had two great days full of outdoor activities. We took part in orienteering, 
archery, hill sledding, out door cooking & high ropes. These trips were really enjoyable as it was something different 
from being in the classroom all day and most of us had never done activities like the ones we did before. We also went 
to Pheonix Park on Friday the 14th of May. We cycled around the park and participated in orienteering, which required 
us to locate various locations in the park, photograph them, and answer questions about them.  We also spent a day in 
Marley Park and went on many walks to Deerpark and 
to the Dodder reconnecting after lockdown.   

This year we participated in many online courses one 
of which was a film course. The final task of the course 
was to create a 10 shot film. We all made different 
films in small groups and when they were all submitted 
we had a “Mini Oscar Ceremony” to determine the win-
ner/s in seven different categories, best picture, best 
actress, best supporting actress, best screenplay, best 
director, best use of props and best soundtrack.  

 

In September we had an activity week. One of the activities 
we did during this week was First Aid with Gary. We learned 
how to do CPR and how to care for someone who is in shock 
or unconscious. We also learned 
what to do in the event someone has 
a seizure or gets a bad cut. Gary 
brought in dummies, both baby and 
adult, for us to practice our skills on.  

Another activity we did during activity 
week was Aifrican Drumming with 
Neil. We loved that. 

 

 

 

We took part in a hair dressing course during activity week 
also. We were each given a head model, a brush and some 
different types of hair clips which we used to create a 
number of different hairstyles. We also learned about how 
to properly care for our hair  
Another activity we did during activity week was forensics 
with Alison. Alison set up different pieces of evidence 
from JF Kennedy’s assassination for us to examine. The 
evidence included bullets, fingerprints, guns, gun powder, 
VR footage and autopsy results. As this case has not 
been solved it was very interesting to see what parts of 
the evidence add up and what parts don’t. 

To get into the Halloween spirt our whole school dressed 
up in many different costumes. If was very interesting to 
see all the different costumes everyone chose to wear 
and there were some prizes for the best ones. 



For our Culinary Delights workshop we 
were given the task to make and pre-
sent our own afternoon tea. There was 
a prize for the top 4 winners. The win-
ners were Sarah & Omayma Benerab, 
Aoise Campion, Anna Cunningham and 
Muireann O’ Reilly  

Back in October we all took part in a hockey 
leadership course with Kenny. He taught us how 
to teach younger kids how to play hockey and 
showed us skills and games we could do with 
them.  

One week during  community 
work we went to Deer Park to 
do a City Council Clean Up. 
We got litter pickers, bags 
and gloves from Dun 
Laoghaire Rathdown County 
Council an then spent an 
hour cleaning up Deerpark. 

For Stand Up Awarness week 
we coloured in the squares at 
the entrance to the school in 
bright colours with chalk to 
show our support to the 
LGBTQ+ community.  

Over the last year we have 
all been working to try and 
receive our Bronze Gaisce 
Award. The final activity we 
had to do to complete it was 
a 25km hike. We did the hike 
over two days in Tiknok. 

Gaisce Bronze Medallists  

Sara Alfadily, Eman Ahmed, Sarah Benarab, 
Omayma Benarab, Molly Mc Donnell,Ellie Mc 
Donnell,Saoirse Mc Nulty,Maryam Shaia, Hol-
lie Furlong, Ella Kiely, Réalta Lattimore, Alix 
White, Emma Morton, Amy O’Reilly, Anna 
Cunningham, Alicia Duffy, Sinéad Fitzsimons, 
Luísagh Guerrine, Kyra Murphy Bennett, Millie 
O’KellyAimee Sherry,Aisling Sneyd, Ciara 
Kelliher, Nikola Janika, Farah Abdullah, Aoise 
Campion, Louisa Dagg, Alyssa Felipe, Amy 
Maher, Elyse Malone, Maria Salazar, Emilie 
Badin, Sreya Raji, Mia Arganio, Riya Raji, 
Ciara Coules, Aoife Hartnett and Grainne 
Clancy.  Well done to us all! 



Grove Sport 
The school has  a large number of girls taking part in Hockey, Tennis, Netball, Cross Country, Track and field Events and Fitness. 
The girls have also had an opportunity to take part in table tennis and badminton at lunchtimes. A big thank you to all the external 
coaches in the various sports and thank you to our own staff for their assistance. Thank you also to the transition year students who 
helped coach hockey and netball this year to first years and to Claudia Moran who helped out with Athletics. Unfortunately there were 
no competitions this year but it is hoped that these will recommence in September.   

Most Improved Players in Hockey 

Well done and congratulations to the following students 
who were awarded most improved players this year. Amy 
Doran (1st year group), Aoife Ross (2nd year group), Sarah 
Hughes (2nd and 3rd year group) and Carla Quinlan 
(Seniors) 

 

 

The Grove Stepathon challenge 

The whole school including the teachers took part in The 
Grove Stepathon Challenge during lockdown. Well done to 
everyone who worked on their step count but particular 
congratulations must go to Diana Neculai in 3rd year on 
completing the most number of steps in the school commu-
nity. 

Most Improved Players in Netball 
Junior: Maria Boland (2nd) 

Senior: Emilie Badin (4th) 

Olympics - Road to Tokyo Challenge 

The first years took part in the ‘Road to Tokyo’ Challenge converting 
their weekly steps into distance and tracked their way from Dublin to 
Tokyo learning about the athletes and about the Olympics along the 
way. Well done to all on completing the challenge.   

Beep Test and the School Mile Challenge 

The whole school take part in the beep test regularly throughout the 
year to assess their fitness and aim to improve their scores and all 
students did very well in improving their fitness over the year. We 
would like to commend Maria Bools in 5th year on achieving the high-
est beep score this year of 10.5. The second highest score was jointly 
achieved by Abbie Collins and Lucia  Lennon in 2nd year of 10.4 and 
in 3rd was Katie Murphy with a score of 10.1. The whole school took 
part in the Irun for fun programme throughout the year and each class 
completed their mile challenge last week. Well done to Maria Bools 
who had the fastest time of 7.03mins. In 2nd place overall was Clau-
dia Moran and Sinéad Ní Bhaoighill and Aisling Fox were joint 3rd.  

Leinster Development 

Congratulations to Maria Bools (5th) who has been 
nominated to take part in upcoming Leinster devel-
opment. 

Winner of the mile challenge in each 
class 

1A: Mariam Elrouby, 1B Sinead Ni Bhaoighill, 2A Ab-
bie Collins, 2B Leah Nealon, 3A Natalie Badin, 3B 
Riona Ferriter, 5A Maria Bools and 5B Claudia Mo-
ran. 

Gaisce Bronze and Silver Award 

A total of 38 TYs completed their Bronze Award and 11 5th 
years completed their Silver Award. The girls took part in 
physical activity, community work, took up a personal skill 
and completed hikes in the Dublin Mountains. The students 
took part in a variety of sports from hockey, tennis, athletics, 
netball and GAA. Students took part in guitar, piano, digital 
drawing, baking and various other skills.  Well done to eve-
ryone. 

The final word of congratulations and thanks has to go to the real hero 
of OLG. That is of course our all weather Hockey Pitch. This year it has 
hosted us all for walks, talks, dances, naps, snacks and much, much 
more.  It is always delighted to see us and our good neighbours in Our 
Lady’s Grove Primary School when we come out to play at all hours of 
the day. It is Mr. Dooley’s pride and joy. All weather Hockey Pitch, you 
have inspired us to become all weather people.  We don’t know how we 
would have gotten through this academic year without you. Thank you  
for everything! 

Silver Gaisce Medallists 

Claudia Moran, Molly Powell, Huma Admed, Sarah Wall, Carla Quin-
lan, Emily Adderley, Aisling Fox, Leah Fleming, Ciara Doyle, Sarah 
Lee and Sophie Redden 


