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Skiing in Italy 

Over the course of six days,  4th and 5th years students took to the slopes of the Alps in 
Italy. From breathing taking views and skiing challenges on the slopes, to traditional pizza 
and activities such as karaoke and bowling in the evening. There was always something to 
do. 

We were divided into four groups according to our ability to ski with helpful and 
enthusiastic instructors. We learnt to ski with new skills and slopes to take on everyday 
reaching further and higher into the Alps. 

The trip really brought everyone together from helping out friends on the slopes to simply  
chatting or helping one another get into our ski boots without falling over.  
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Eco-Unesco Young 
Environmentalist Awards 

Well done to 5th year and 4th year students 
who represented the school at the Leinster 
Eco Den for the Eco-Unesco Young 
Environmentalist Awards on April 16th 2018. 

Niamh Cunningham , Caoimhe McTigue and 
Reshma Raji  ( 4th Year Students ) explained 
how the whole school is involved in a Water 
Conservation Project.  

The whole school took a Water Pledge to try 
to conserve water at home and at school.  

Water awareness was highlighted with a 
poster campaign on display during Climate Action Week. 

Sarah Palmer and Sarah Robinson ( 5th Year Students ) presented the Garden Project at 
the Eco Den. Aoife Munn a horticulturalist, gave the 4th years a workshop on horticulture. 
They then made their own raised beds and planted wild flowers and onions . We hope to 
use the onions in the home economic’s kitchen. 

Finance for the raised beds , seeds and compost was provided by the winnings of the 
Upcycle Art Competition held in Dunlaoghaire  Rathdown Council in January 2018. 

Congratulations to Niamh  Cunningham , Caoimhe McTigue and Reshma Raji who will 
represent the school in the Eco- Unesco Young Environmentalists Awards final in May 
2018. 
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Actionaid Speech Writing Competition 

Congratulations to Tia Bramble (5A) who was a finalist in the 2018 Actionaid Speech 
Writing Competition held in March in the Royal Irish Academy in Dublin. Tia’s speech 
entitled “Achieving gender equality and empowering for all women and girls is the most 
important sustainable development goal” was selected for the final from over 130 entries. 

Tia gave an emphatic performance in front of a panel of judges including Hans Zomer 
( Head of communication to the President of Ireland ) and Rodney Rice ( RTE 
broadcaster ). The speeches were judged on delivery, writing skills and understanding of 
the topic. 

Siobhan McGee ( Actionaid ) congratulated the finalists on their excellent knowledge and 
understanding of the importance of women’s rights across the globe. 
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Press Pass Programme 

This year over 10,000 Transition Year Students participated in the Press Pass Programme, 
which develops literacy and critical thinking skills while helping students to develop a 
deeper understanding of news media.  

The entries were judged by a panel of journalists  and editors from NewsBrand Ireland. 
They had a difficult task of whittling down to a shortlist of 16, one of whom was our very 
own Caoimhe McTigue.  

The shortlisted students along with family and friends were invited to the Awards  
ceremony in Twitter in Dublin on Thursday 26th April 2018.  

Where Caoimhe picked up a trophy for her entry “ Red meets Green “ in the News 
Category. 

Well done ! Caoimhe  

�4



May  2018

Scifest 2018 

I am delighted to inform you of the great success of our transition year students at Scifest 
at the DIT Kevin street on Friday 13th April 2018. All the following projects received a 
Highly Recommended Merit Award ; 

The relationship between oral health and age ...... by  Khadijah Elhatwash and Rocio 
Guerrero. 

We know the truth ...... by  Ranya Al Saji. 

Sleeping senses ...... by  Laois Kennedy and Niamh Cunningham. 

The following project received the Abbott runner up Best Project Award ( 2nd place ) 

The halo effect ...... by Meserah  Abdullah 

The final Award was The Science Foundation Ireland Best Project Award ( 1st place) 
Guardian Pi ...... by Emma Babos. 

 Well done to all ! 
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Netball News  

Over this school year , our netball teams have been working hard and progressing  

 various leagues and cup competitions. 

 Netball is now in its fourth year in Jesus and Mary College with 1st to 4th years now all 
playing. The girls were very successful this year . The 1st year team won the Netball  
Ireland School Cup. The junior team made up of 2nd and 3rd students won the Netball 
Ireland Junior Cup. The 2nd year team came joint first in the league and the 3rd and 4th 
year teams were both runners up in the senior league. 

This is a fantastic achievement for a school who only recently started playing netball. A 
huge thanks must go to their coach Norma Browne for all her support in coaching and the 
setting up of netball in the school. 

Well done to Sara Simon and  Karimah Zaiter who were selected this year for the U-17 
Irish netball team. Sara was also selected as captain of the team. 
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School Dance off 2018 

 Due to the phenomenal demand and it’s huge success last year , the “ Dance Off “has 
returned. 

 It brings school spirit , good music and healthy competition between years and classes.  

What is the” Dance Off” ? Every year has a chance to perform this year’s dance in front of 
the whole school. The 6th years will be the judges and pick the winner.  

The 5th year prefects applicants have been consistently working on the choreography  for 
this dance since February and are now in the process of teaching it to every year in the 
school. Each year gets to create their own choreography for the last minute of the song , 
adding a little individuality. 

It’s great to see everyone getting involved and having fun. LETS DANCE !  
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 Gaisce Awards  

As part of the senior cycle , students do an array of different activities to achieve The 
President’s Gaisce Award. 

There are three different awards Bronze , Silver and Gold .To achieve these awards  
students have to complete chosen activities over a 12 week period. Their activities must 
include community involvement ( eg. assisting  in a local nursing home ), taking up and 
developing new personal skills ( eg. cooking ) and involvement in physical recreation ( eg. 
taking up sport ). 

Twenty - five transition year students took part this year in the Bronze Award. 

Eleven 5th years students took part in the Silver Award . 

Well done to everyone ! 
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The Irish National Heritage Park 

Following from the success of the first year Model Making Competition in history in 
January. The first year students were taken on a trip to the Irish National Heritage Park in 
Ferrycarrig Co. Wexford. 

 The trip took place on Thursday 10th May 2018. 

Students witnessed the reconstruction of a fulacht fiadh and enjoyed some food that was 
cooked in it.  

Students also saw full scale reconstructions of houses , forts and tombs. 

They also explored a fully reconstructed early Christian monastery and a Viking boatyard 
and boats. 

A great day was had by all. 
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Lollipop Day 

On Saturday 24th February 2018 , some  transition year students volunteered to help raise 
awareness and funds for oesophageal cancer 

Every year the oesophageal cancer fund holds a fund raising campaign known as Lollipop 
Day. The reason lollipops are used is to highlight one of the main warning signs of 
oesophageal cancer ,   a difficulty swallowing. 

Those of us who volunteered were split into groups of two and were assigned a time and 
place to go to to collect. When we arrived at our location we were given a bucket for 
money donations and a bucket with small items such as pins , stickers and of course 
lollipops to give to people who made donations. 

Although it was a very cold day and  we were outside , we loved being given the chance to 
raise money for this cause. We hope that our small contributions helps  to make a 
difference to those people suffering from oesophageal cancer. 

Sowing Seeds 

5th year students also collected for the Jesus and Mary Sowing Seeds fundraising 
campaign. This is our parish outreach for the care and education of children in Haiti and 
Nigeria. 
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Fundraising for Lollipop Day. 
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The staff in Jesus and Mary College would like to wish all Leaving Cert and Junior Cert  
students Good Luck in their forthcoming exams. We would also like to wish all other 
students Good Luck in their end of term exams. 

                                                Have a Great Summer. 
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