
     Our Lady’s Grove Secondary School 
            Our Lady's Grove, Goatstown Road, Dublin 14  

 

 
Good afternoon, 

 

I am writing to you from a building once more experiencing the sounds of young people learning and 

interacting. It has been a long three months, but it is great to be at a point now where all student 

returns are imminent. I am sure it has not been easy to sustain your households over that time. 

Remote teaching and learning also presents considerable challenges for all involved. Hopefully this 

will be our last experience of extended lockdown and we can begin to tackle the new normal. 

 

I am writing to you to inform you of a change to our school calendar and to remind you of a previous 

change that was communicated to you in October. These changes have been made to prioritize 

teaching and learning, specifically for senior cycle students.  

 

1. 18th March was originally named as a regional professional development day for teachers. I 

have contacted the regional organizer of this event and postponed it for our school. This 

professional development day will now happen in the new academic year.  

The 18th of March will now be a normal school day. 

2. On our original calendar we were due to take Tuesday 4th of May as an extension to the Bank 

Holiday. This date was swapped for Monday 5th October.  

Tuesday, the 4th of May will also now be a normal school day. 

 

A lot of Department communications have issued to the school recently concerning the end of the 

academic year 2021. Schools are being asked to reserve a number of teaching days from the normal 

contractual contact teaching arrangements in order to facilitate administration tasks. These tasks 

include the Accredited Marks process at Leaving Cert and Local Assessment and Reporting 

procedures for Junior Cycle. I have submitted a query to the Department on what this will mean for 

our school which was already due to finish on the 28th of May. As soon as I receive a response, I will 

communicate the structural implications for the conclusion of the school year to you. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Colm Dooley 

 

_____________ 

 

Principal 

Our Lady’s Grove 
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