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NEWSLETTER 

Debating in Jesus and Mary College 

 Our school has a proud and well established history of debating. The UCD Junior 
Debating Competition is held annually. We have a number of third year teams taking part 
in this year's competition. We also have teams competing in the Concern Debates , The  
Cambridge Schools Debating Competition and Irish language Debating Competitions. 

The Debating Club meets at lunchtime every Tuesday. These sessions are characterised 
by lively discussions on current affairs and other topics of interest. Formal debates are 
regularly held especially when a group are preparing for a competition. 

Joining the Debating Club is extremely beneficial as it gives students a greater platform on 
which to develop and refine their debating skills. It provides a space to think about and 
discuss a wide variety of issues , many of which are directly relevant to their lives. The 
ability to speak , let alone argue, in front of an audience is a very important skill. The 
ability to analyse a topic and develop a coherent argument in a short amount of time is of 
great academic importance. 
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Green School at Jesus 
and Mary College. 

Green schools promotes long term 
environmental planning for schools which 
encourages practical actions that can be 
taken to protect the environment. 

 Students learn about the importance of 
protecting and improving our environment 
and about the actions that can be taken to 
achieve this. 

 Any student can volunteer to be on the 
Green School Committee. Green School 
meetings take place once a month at lunch 
time. A number of our transition students are 
attending an Eco Unesco Youth for  
sustainable development programme (YSD ). 
This is a programme for young people interested in learning more about the environment 
and sustainable development issues and how to take practical action to protect the 
environment. 

No matter how small the adjustment is made to be greener , everyone can make a 
difference. Awareness of reuse, recycling and how we can have a positive affect on our  
planet is growing. Health benefits of cleaner air , a clean school environment , purchasing 
environmentally friendly products and producing less food and general waste in school are 
to be welcomed. 

Good green habits fostered in school translate well to good green habits at home. 
Schools can be leaders in environmental sustainability , giving students the tools to 
innovate and giving them a healthy environment in which to live and learn.       

To date in Jesus and Mary College we have received two green flags. We are presently 
working towards our  third green flag for water conservation. Be aware of your 
environment and encourage others to do the same . 
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   Scholarship Awards 2017 

Congratulations to Maryia Amelyanchuk (left) on receipt of The JP Mc Manus All Ireland 
Scholarship Award 2017 and an UCD Entrance Scholars Award. 

Congratulations to Felicia Omodunni (right) on receipt of the UCD Cothrom Na Féinne  
Scholarship award. 

It is a great honour for both girls to receive these awards in recognition of their hard work. 
Well done to both of them. 
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Trip to the Gaeltacht 

De réir an tseanfhocail "Tír gan teanga ,tír gan ainm". Chuaigh an 6ú bliain Agustin an 3ú 
go dtí Coláiste Acla i gContae Mhaigh Eo i mí mheán fómhair. D' fhéadfaí a rá gurbh iad na 
trí lá is fear i mo shoal ! Rinneamar a lán imeachtaí den Scoth ag kayakáil , ag surfáil , ag 
léim isteach sa phortach Angus against cladaíocht. Bhí céilí ar siúl gach oíche. 
 D'fhoglain muid go leor damhsaí maitre. Bhí a lán craic agus spraoi againn i rith an turais 
iontach. 

 First year Trip to Larch Hill 
On September 29th 2017 the first years went on a school trip to Larch Hill. They had lots of 
fun activities to do such as crate stacking and orienteering. It gave the first years a great 
opportunity to make new friends at the start of the school year. Everyone had a wonderful 
day and really enjoyed it.  

 Wonder by R.J. Palacio 
We hope that the girls enjoyed the collective experience of watching Wonder on the big 
screen and that they continue to think about and apply the message of the novel in their 
daily lives.  Chose kind ! 

Bt Young Scientist Exhibition 2018 
Well done and best of luck to the following students who will be representing Jesus and 
Mary College in the BT Young Scientist Exhibition in the RDS in January 2018. 
Meserah Abdullah , Amy Doyle and Sophie Culleton with their project : The Misleading  
Portrayal of Psychopathy . 
Emma Babos and her project : VPN - one in every home . 
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Trip to Knock to celebrate the Bicentenary of the 
Jesus and Mary Order 

 On the 6th October 2017, fifty members of the Jesus and Mary College choir , including 
thirteen students from the primary school travelled to Knock Co. Mayo for the bicentenary 
of the Jesus and Mary order. We were one of the four Jesus and Mary schools attending. 

Upon arriving in Knock , we were brought to the church where we were seated amongst 
the other Jesus and Mary Schools. We practiced our songs and the mass begin. We sang 
many hymns " How good is God ", " Lady of Knock " and " Praised be forever Jesus and 
Mary ". Ms O'Donovan sang a beautiful solo " Eat this bread " and Cara Fitzsimons read 
the the first reading to the congregation. It was a beautiful ceremony. 

For all our efforts we were given miraculous medals from Ms Kavanagh. We then 
embarked on a four hour journey home. Everyone was in high spirits and enjoyed the trip. 
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Sport in Jesus and Mary College 

 Well done to Orna Bools from transition year 

  Orna was selected to represent Leinster in the u-16 interprovincial hockey team.  
  The team went on to win the competition. 
  Well done to Claudia Moran from second year. 
  Claudia completed in the Leinster combined events and qualified for the All Ireland 
  Championships. 

  The school have teams entered in  Hockey , Netball , Camogie , Track and Field Events ,       
  Equestrian and Tennis competitions at Leinster level. 

�6



December 2017

Anti- Bullying Workshop and Leadership Role  
Workshop   

On Wednesday 27th September , Head girl , Deputy Head girl ,  prefects , class -captains , 
class vice captains , student council members and a group of transition students 
participated in an Anti -Bullying Workshop delivered by Dr Stephen Minton from Trinity 
College. This Workshop was organised by the Parent's  Council.  

Following the workshop,  the prefects who attended then delivered an interactive 
presentation to each of their class groups. 

The workshop was aimed particularly at Cyber - Bullying and what to do when we 
experience a Cyber- Bully. We looked at how modern technology affects our everyday lives 
and the impact it can have on the lives of real people. We read stories and watched 
shocking video clips on Cyber Bullying which captivated everyone in the room. 
We had a discussion about information that we should never share online as well as about 
the use of online cookies. Many of us agreed that we agree to use online cookies without 
understanding what they are. Most importantly we had a conversion about how we can try 
to help students who are experiencing bullying. 

While we talked about Cyber - Bullying and the negative consequences of networking and 
social media , we also addressed the positive affects of technology and social media. 
It was an eye- opening and very beneficial experience. 

Also in September the same girls who attended the Anti Bullying workshop attended a 
Leadership Role workshop. This was designed to help us become better leaders. All the 
girls enjoyed the workshop. They felt it helped them to gain confidence to become a better 
leader and to know what to do when they encountered problems in their role as a leader. 

During the workshop everyone seemed to come out of their shell and really enjoy and 
partake in the different activities and challenges. 

A leader is someone who strives to do their best for their team and is always willing to 
help others when needed. This was the lesson that we learnt and we believe that we are 
better leaders after taking part in this workshop.  

By Grace Pierce ( Head girl ) and Laura Lee ( Deputy Head Girl ). 
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Maths Week in Jesus and Mary College  
Maths week  was held on the week beginning 14th October 2017. 

Some of the activities that took place are as follows ; 
Daily  maths challenges. 
Maths themed cake decorating competition. 
Information on famous mathematicians was displayed on the front hall monitor . 
" Maths CountDown "  at lunch time on Thursday . 

Maths week winners  
Daily maths challenge winners ;  
Day 1.  Ella Kiely  
Day 2.  Grace Muir  
Day 3.  Hanna Benoy  

Winners of the maths themed cake decorating competition ;  
First place :   Hanan Kouachi  
Second place : Sinead Fitzsimons and Sophie Redden. 
Third place : Amy O' Reilly , Sarah Little and Molly O' Shea. 

Science week in Jesus and Mary College  
Science week was held on the week beginning Monday 13th November 2017. 

Some of the activities that took place are as follows ;  
 Daily science challenges. 
Static electricity demonstration. 
Transition year trip to Dunsink Observatory. 
First year Egg- drop Challenge. 
Second years made Density Towers. 

Science week winner 
 Daily science challenge winners; 
 Day 1.  Sarah Lee 
 Day 2.  Amy Maher 
 Day 3.  Huma Ahmed  
 Day 4.  Emilie Martin 
 Day 5.  Ella Mowlds- McEntaggart 

Winners of the Egg - Drop Challenge are ;  
Réalta Lattimore , Alix White and Amy O'Reilly. 
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The staff at Jesus and Mary College would like to wish all students and their families 
 A Happy and Peaceful Christmas and A Happy New Year. 
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